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“When a house is destroyed, it
happens in the blink of an eye.
Everything you owned, everything
you worked for your whole life

- your important documents,

your love letters, your books, the
kitchen appliances, your photos,
your most treasured things - are
scattered into fragments, no longer
recognizable. The meaning you
once attached to these items is also
fragmented and all that remains
are the memories, which in time
also become fragments.”

Abdulhameed Al Farra

Many of us will spend most of our
life working to build our homes, but
imagine it is destroyed? Much more
is lost than just four walls - you lose
the things you once treasured the
most, the structures and routines
you once held, the place you came
together with your family, the place
you raised your children, the place
where you felt free.



The Making
of the Exhibition

A Collaborative
Approach

The One and the Many is a
collection of short films by five
families living in the Gaza Strip.
Their stories take place at a time
when they are reconstructing their
homes, which were destroyed

in the 2008 and 2014 Israel-

Gaza conflicts. Weaving together
their different perspectives, the
exhibition - developed through
the support of UNOPS - attempts
to deal with both the physical and
imagined realities of home.

Visual artist Annesofie Norn

and filmmaker Elise Laker worked
closely with the families to develop
questions and themes around the
subject of home and displacement.
Each family was given a camera

to independently document their
lives over an 8-month period as
they reconstruct their houses. The
families were asked to document
the process of reconstruction and
define audio-visual motives that
would capture the meaning of
home, as being both a physical
and mental space.

The families work resulted in

five audio-visual stories that each
explore different aspects of home:
The Foundation, The Children, The

Space, The Power and The Memory.

|. THE FOUNDATION is Mos'ad
Al Samiri's homage to his mother,
who raised him and his siblings
on her own. He explores home
as the basis for love, stability,
self-development and growth.

IIl. THE CHILDREN is Nesma
Abed's story about home as

a place of safety and security.
She explores the sacrifices she
has made as mother to protect
her children and share her
concerns about living so close
to the Israeli-Gaza border.

IIl. THE SPACE is a story by Abla
Ma'rouf who lived in 5 m? room
with her daughter and husband
for 9 years. She examines the idea
of home being a place of freedom
for a woman.

IV. THE POWER is Abdulhameed Al
Farra and his family's story of home
as a place of coming together. It
documents the family’s strength
and coping strategies to deal with
the daily power cuts and other
challenges caused by living under
the blockade and the strain this
puts on the household.

V. THE MEMORY is Ashraf Al Akhras
and his family’s story about coming
to terms with losing their home and
family library. They explore home
as being a place from which to
create memories and meaning.






The Housing
Reconstruction
Project

Each of the families participating in
the exhibition received funding to
rebuild their houses under a house
reconstruction project financed by
the Federal Republic of Germany
through its Development Bank
KFW. The project aims to contribute
to the successful and sustainable
reconstruction of totally destroyed
housing in Gaza, thereby providing
relief to the ongoing humanitarian
crisis. It is implemented by UNOPS
in close collaboration with the
Palestinian Ministry of Public
Works and Housing.

Through the process of
reconstruction, the families try
to accept the meaning of losing
their homes. As their new homes
are built, they share memories
of their old homes and their
lost possessions, and reflect on
the meaning that they associate
with the notion of home. Their
stories help to provide insight
into the impact of displacement,
and how through the process
of reconstruction, the borders
between personal experience
and memory change.

The families identified lost objects
of special significance in order to
materialize the void that homeless
memories leave behind - memories
attached to places or things no
longer there.



“The elephant was my favourite

toy since | was a little kid. It was

a part of my life. It was a gift

from my uncle who used to live

in Tunisia. When he visited us in
Gaza he brought it to me. | was
about 7 years old. | took it with

me everywhere as a child. It would
always be by my side. It played
music when you pressed it. | loved
it very much. My uncle died 3 years
ago, so when | lost the toy | felt that
| lost a big thing. It always reminded
me of my uncle who lived abroad.
He was a joyful person with a great
sense of humour. When | looked at
the elephant | would see my uncle,
but it was lost in the house.”

Barakat Al Farra
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“It had straps on the shoulders and
some embroidery on the bust. The
skirt was plain white. | remember it
well. It was an old-fashioned dress,
not like the new styles of these
days. | had 12 photos of me in my
wedding dress. | didn't find any of
them. If only | could have found just
one of those pictures. They were

all destroyed.”

Abla Ma'rouf
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“l don't know how to describe

the loss of my taxi. | lost my house
and also lost everything | had built
for many long years. | tried to
take the taxi to a safe area where
it wouldn't be damaged. When |
returned | found the house and taxi
were destroyed. It's true | felt sad,
but with God's help, my wife, my
children, my brothers, my parents
and myself were able to survive
and leave safely. Thank God.”

Taj Al Deen Abed




“My mobile was most precious

to me. | was very sad to lose it.

It was a Nokia mobile - a small
rectangular phone, not a modern
smart phone. My husband gave
it to me for my birthday. | loved it
because it was very easy to use.
It had a nice ring tone with the
call to prayer melody. When we
fled | forgot the phone. | hardly
even managed to tell my children
and grandchildren to get out.

| took nothing.”

Suad Al Farra
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“We used to have a ping pong table.
We'd had it since 1995. | used to
play ping pong with my brothers
and neighbours, but the table was
damaged in the war. That was our
favourite sport. It was a workout
for both our minds and bodies.
Now our entertainment options

are limited. We rarely play ping
pong anymore.”

Sharif Al Akhras
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“Of course, losing our home
affected the children a lot. It had
an emotional impact: Depression,
stress from losing their home,
their rooms and their toys. Their
performance at school also
dropped. They were not at ease in
the new place we rented because
we didn't own it. They were not
able to play or study like normal
children. They were restrained

in everything - they were not
comfortable and did not have
freedom in the way they used

to have in our home. It made
them feel sad. Even today they
remember their toys and rooms.”

Nesma Abed




“Our old library contained about
2000-3000 books. It was a diverse
collection containing Islamic,
historic, fiction and poetry books.
Unfortunately a large number of
books were lost when the house
was bombed, but we managed to
save some of them. We're currently
storing them until we manage to
create the new library. The library
is important to me because | have
so many memories of it and it
reminds me of my childhood.

It was the heart of the house.”

Ashraf Al Akhras
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“When the house was destroyed

| lost a beautiful bracelet and
earrings. The earrings were a

gift for my daughter after she was
born. They were shaped like berry
leaves. The day | received them |
was so happy. She is very special
to me. As for the bracelet, it was

a wedding gift from my brother.

It was shaped like marbles. It was
so sweet of him to give it to me as
wedding gift. Whenever | imagine
it, | always remember my wedding
day. | would like to replace the
earrings and bracelet, but | can't
afford it.”

Ro’a Al Farra
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“When someone gets something
from their father, they treasure

it for life. Whenever | looked at

the walking stick, | imagined my
father walking around. It made

me think of him. | would remember
when | was a kid walking with my

father. It was an old walking stick,
full of scratches, but it reminded
me of all the places we used to
go together. | felt proud to hold
on to a memory from my dad.
But it was lost when the house
was destroyed.”

Abdulhameed Al Farra




“The oven to a Palestinian village
woman is part of her heritage.

| inherited the oven from my
grandmother who inherited it from
her mother and so on. Whenever
| baked, my children would gather
around me. When | added the
firewood it sometimes made
bursting sounds that frightened
the children. Sitting around the
oven was very nice. The children
were always excited to sit there,
especially in winter. They felt safe
and warm.”

Zafaf Al Akhras
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“At my wedding my mother wanted
me and my wife to have our picture
taken in a specific place. The others
proposed another place but she
insisted. She said, ‘I built the house
and | know it's the best spot for
you.' It was an excellent choice. At
the wedding we took many photos
so it's sad not being able to relive
these happy times by looking
through the photo albums. Even
though the photos are lost, those
memories will never fade.”

Mos'ad Al-smairi
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